
Regular Meeting 

Town of Preston 

November 4, 2013 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Commissioner Doug VanDerveer at 7:00 p.m.  

Also present were Commissioners Nelson Anderson, Jerry Stallings, Gary Waltemeyer 

and Town Manager Kim Gadow.  Attendance: Mike Bradley, David Higgins, Captain 

James Henning, Sheriff Randy Bounds, Rosemarie Stacey, Robert Lorenz, Dale Whitley 

and Town Attorney Walt Palmer.   

 

Gary made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented, 

seconded by Nelson and unanimously approved. 

 

Doug then swore in Rosemarie Stacey as a member of the Planning and Zoning 

Committee. 

 

Police Report: Captain Henning read the police report for October 2013: 
 

 135 hours assigned with a total of 27 assignments 

 100 calls for service 

 6 reports taken 

 76 traffic stops 

 115 traffic violations – 40 citations and  71 warnings – 4 SEROS – 4 must appear 

  1 arrest 

 

Public Works Report:  Dale submitted the following report for October, 2013: 

 

 Pumped 1,844,700 gallons of water 

 Discharged 3,015,210 gallons of wastewater 

 Had met with three contractors about the roof and chimney at town hall. He 

received two bids to do the work on the chimney and one bid to repair the roof 

and one bid to repair the interior of town hall. 

 Had replaced a photo eye on one of the lights on the side of the shop. 

 Had installed two new signs at the park. They say “Dogs must be on a leash” and 

to “Clean up after your dog”.  

 Had to clean the sensor for the influent meter to the sewer plant because it quit 

working. 

 Had pump clog at the west end pumping station. Had to remove the pump and 

clear the blockage. After that the control panel tripped a breaker. They reset it and 

put it back in service. It has worked fine ever since. 

 Hauled dirt to 106 CAR-o-Lin Ct. to fill a hole next to the road. 

 Had a sulfur dioxide leak at the sewer plant. It was bad enough that it set off the 

alarm and he had to wear an air tank to find the leak and repair it. 

 Had cleaned approximately 500 feet of sewer line. 



 Had installed a new phone from the Police department to the office in the shop. 

They had to do this because the old one had too much static and was hard to 

communicate with. The new one is working fine. 

 Had painted curbs on Main St. yellow to denote “no parking”. They started by 

painting one at the request of the Fire department, but once that was painted the 

other yellow curbs did not look right. So they painted all of them. 

 Had worked on the steps from the lab at the sewer plant to the discharge tank. 

They removed 4, 4” by 18” steps and replaced them with 4, 8” by 36” steps. They 

also installed a handrail. 

 Had shut off the water at 128 Maple Ave. so the customer could repair a water 

leak in the yard. 

 Had unloaded Christmas decorations at the shop and put them away. 

 Had scraped and graded the driveway to the sewer plant. 

 Had cut grass and sprayed weeds this month. 

 

Administrative Report:  Kim submitted the following report for October, 2013:  

 

 Responded to phone/visitor inquiries  

 Sent out violation notices for Cary Malkus 

 Sent Form 1 and annual audit report to Governor’s Office of Crime Control & 

Prevention for State Aid for Police Protection grant 

 Ordered new Christmas decorations 

 Processed:    

o water/sewer payments 

o  real estate taxes 

o  accounts receivables 

o  accounts payables 

o building permits 

o  daily mail 

o  deposits 

o  payroll 

o bank statements 

 Worked with contractors, residents and building inspectors regarding building 

permit applications 

 Corresponded with the following: 

o webmaster regarding website updates 

o Cary Malkus referencing resident code violations 

o IWIF (Chesapeake Employees Insurance) regarding a claim update 

o Caroline County Tax office regarding monies owed to Town on properties 

being sold 

o Constellation regarding contract/electricity pricing 

o CUSI regarding software question 

o Caroline County Sheriff’s Department regarding a patrol check 

o Representative from Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention 

regarding Form 1 and annual audit reports to be filed 

o Mark Shapiro from Elavon regarding pricing on merchant processing 



o Walt Palmer regarding question on a resolution and updates on items he is 

currently working on for the Town 

o MD Dept. of Benefits & Management regarding benefit and system 

questions 

o Representative from Dept. of Natural Resources regarding Forest 

Conservation Act updates 

o Tezla regarding issue with scanner 

 
Planning & Zoning Report:  Bob Lorenz submitted the following report for October 

2013: 

 

1. Dollar General – The developer John Camp was not present at the Town meeting 7 

October 13. Every chair in the meeting room was filled with folks with a less than 

favorable opinion about Dollar General tactics. Apparently the developer was asking 

people in residential areas if they wanted to sell their property for a new Dollar General 

facility. Some time ago Bob mentioned to John Camp, on the phone, of approx. nine 

possible sites, and is now willing to show them with him. Without saying a word the 

developer managed to alienate most of the people present and the commissioners. The 

consensus was “We do not want a Dollar General in our Town in a residential area”. 

2. Verizon Communication Tower- A person from Verizon called Bob mentioning their 

desire to erect a communication tower somewhere in Town. He was requested to send a 

letter indicating the type of tower, the height and any other requirements. To date we 

have not received any correspondence. At this time there are at least four possible sites. 

3. Sidewalk Crumbs Cupcakes- Chris Waters –surveyor-sent in the required information, 

drawing, and permit to SHA as noted in the P&Z minutes of Sept 2013 para 3.He just 

received a response from them in which a few environmental notes must be added to his 

drawings. This will be accomplished and mailed back to SHA this week. (with SHA it’s 

like slicing bread). 

4. Sidewalk to the Bank- The sidewalk to the Bank is completed – well all most. You still 

cannot get to the Bank by wheel chair. The only things remaining is a 5’x7’ conc. slab to 

be poured from the present sidewalk to the Bank parking lot, and the patching of the 

asphalt at Back Landing Road. 

5. The revisions to the P&Z code are nearly completed. The revisions were approved in 

January 2013. Bob would like to “proof” them before we make copies and put the new 

code on line. 

6. County FEMA meeting- (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Bob attended the 

meeting held at the CC HAPS building in Denton on 24 Sept.2013. Some time ago the 

Town received a preliminary flood plain map of the surrounding areas around our town. 

We are not in the flood plain area and therefore we do not have to do anything, however 

the map does not show the annexing of the lagoons. We should send this information to 

Kevin Wagner of MDE. Since we are an incorporated town we contact MDE direct not 

the County. Our contact person is Kevin G. Wagner, CFM at kwagner@mde.state.md.us 

or kevin.wagner@maryland.gov. He is located in the MDE office in Baltimore. 

7. An appraiser called Bob asking if in an older home a bed room in the third floor/attic 

built many years ago was legal?. Without inspection of the area it is difficult to 

mailto:kwagner@mde.state.md.us


determine. If in doubt don’t call it a bed room. If it is to be renovated it must meet 

today’s IRC 2012 building code requirements. 

8. We still need two more members to serve on the P & Z board. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 November 2013 at 7: pm. 

 

 

  New Business:   

 

 A motion was made by Jerry to accept the bills as presented, seconded by Nelson 

and unanimously approved.   

 The estimates were presented to repair the chimney, roof and the ceiling of the old 

town hall.  It was decided that public works would fix the ceiling: therefore, the 

commissioners amended the estimate to exclude the cost of the ceiling repairs. A 

motion was made by Jerry to have the repairs done on the old town hall building 

for a cost not to exceed the $3,698.00 as amended, seconded by Nelson and 

unanimously approved.   

 

Doug opened the floor to the public.  Mr. David Higgins expressed concern about the 

farm on Fooks Avenue blowing debris onto his property. Doug advised Kim to have Cary 

Malkus send the owner a letter. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. by a motion made by Gary, seconded by Jerry and 

unanimously carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Stacey Pindell 

 


